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SYMPOSIUM ORGANISED UNDER THE SCIENTIFIC DIRECTION OF  
PROFESSORS PIERRE-YVES MONJAL AND EMMANUEL AUBIN  

(UNIVERSITY OF TOURS) AND LOÏC LEVOYER (UNIVERSITY OF POITIERS), 
CO-DIRECTORS OF THE NIHON EUROPA NETWORK. 

 
This year, the NihonEuropA network celebrates its 10th anniversary. The network regularly organises 

Comparative Insights sessions, allowing French and Japanese colleagues to engage in dialogue on 

shared themes or present specific topics, often leading to highly stimulating exchanges. The theme of 

this eighth edition will focus on : « Concept Transfers as a Central Issue in Legal Francophonie ». The 

term « concepts » here refers to legal notions originating from French law (and European Union law) that 

are applied or adapted within Japanese law. Japanese law continues to attract significant interest among 

European jurists, and it offers significant opportunities for comparative legal analysis. The opening of the 

conference will address the question of concept transfers from a comparative perspective. Indeed, a 

frequent misunderstanding, often from the European or French perspective, is to assume that Western 

legal systems can be directly applied in Japan. However, the Japanese legal system engages in a 

substantial process of reception of these « imported » concepts or legal frameworks. This reception 

involves a specific process of adaptation, shaped by Japan’s legal culture, which is both inevitable and 

measurable. It is precisely these mechanisms that will be explored during the discussions. From the 

French perspective, this conference will also extend the reflection on legal Francophonie (a theme 

already addressed at the Meiji University symposium held on 18-19 March 2025, under the scientific 

direction of Professors L. Levoyer and H. Otsu). This notion primarily emphasises the importance, for 

France and the French language, of seeing our legal concepts take hold in Japan. Legal Francophonie 

encompasses both the preservation of French as a language of instruction in Japanese universities 

(particularly in law faculties) and the promotion of French legal concepts and notions within Japanese 

law. French provides a specific way of thinking, which shapes a distinct perspective on law (laws) and its 

conceptual expression.  

 

8 :30  a .m.  We lcoming of  Part ic ipants  

 

9 :0 0  a .m .  W e l co m e  R e m a r ks  
Stéphan ie  GE RMON,  V ic e-P res iden t  fo r  In tern at ion a l  Re la t ion s ,  Un iver s i t y  o f  Tours  

N ico las  CAY ROL,  Co-D i rec tor  o f  th e  Franço is -Rab e la i s  In terd i sc ip l i nary  Leg a l  

Research  Ins t i tu te  ( IRJ I ,  UR  7496)  

P ier re -Yv es MONJAL,  Pro fessor  o f  Pub l ic  Law,  Jean  Monnet  Euro pean  Cha i r ,  

Un ivers i ty  o f  Tours ,  Founder  o f  the  Nih onEuropA  n etwo rk .  

 

Chai r ing –  P ie rre -Yves MONJAL 

9:30  a .m.  Gaël  BESSON,  Lec tu r er ,  Hose i  Un iver s i ty ,  Tokyo  ( Jap an) ,  

B a r r i e r s  t o  A c c e s s i n g  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  J u d g e  i n  J a p a n   

 

9 :5 0  a .m.  Ta k es h i  I N O U É ,  P ro fessor  o f  Cons t i tu t i ona l  Law,  Kwan se i  Gaku in  Un iv er s i ty  

(Jap an) ,  

T h e  R e s e r v e d  C h a r a c t e r  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  J u s t i c e  i n  J a p a n  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10:20 a .m.  E m m a n u e l  A U B I N ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P u b l i c  L a w ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o u r s ,  

Co-D i rec tor  o f  th e  NihonEur opA ne twork  

F o r e i g n e r s  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  J a p a n e s e  C o n s t i t u t i o n s :  A n y  N o r m a t i v e  I n f l u e n c e s ?  

  

1 0 :4 0  a .m .  D i s c us s i o n  a nd  C o f fe e  B r e a k  

 

C ha i r i n g  –  E m m a nue l  A U B IN  

 

1 1 :0 0  a .m .  Ayano KANEZU KA,  Lawyer ,  Bars  o f  Par is  and  Tokyo  D a in i ,  Fér a l  Law F i rm  

L i v i n g  N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e s :  A  J a p a n e s e  C o n c e p t  P r o t e c t i n g  C r a f t  a n d  A r t i s t i c  E x p e r t i s e  

 

1 1 :3 0  a .m .  Gé r a l d i n e  G O F F A U X - C A L L E B A U T ,  P r o f es s o r  o f  P r i v a t e  L a w ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r l é a n s ,  

M a î t r e  d ’a r t  ( M a s t e r  o f  A r t s ) :  A  J a p a n e s e  C o n c e p t  i n  F r e n c h  A r t  L a w  

 

1 1 :5 0  a .m .  A n as t as i a  V O L K O V ,  P h D  S t u d e n t  i n  P u b l i c  L a w ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o ur s ,  

T h e  D e l i c a t e  R e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  F r e n c h - s t y l e  G e o g r a p h i c a l  I n d i c a t i o n  i n  J a p a n  

 

1 2  :1 0  –  1 2  :4 5  p .m .  D i s c us s i o n  b e fo r e  L u nc h  B r e a k  

 

C ha i r i n g  –  T a ke s h i  I N O U E  

 

2 :3 0  p .m .  Ax e l l e  V E I L L O T ,  P h D  S t u d e n t  i n  P u b l i c  L a w ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o u r s ,  

T h e  I m p o r t a t i o n  o f  t h e  R u l e  o f  L a w  i n  J a p a n  a n d  I t s  I m p a c t  o n  t h e  J u d i c i a r y :  A  C o m p a r a t i v e  

P e r s p e c t i v e  b e t w e e n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  a n d  J a p a n  

 

2 :5 0  p .m .  Ma k i  K O B A Y A S H I ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  L a w ,  A i c h i  U n i v e r s i t y ,  N a g o y a  ( J a p a n ) ,  

B i o e t h i c s  a n d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  M o d e l :  C a n  E u r o p e a n  B i o l a w  E x e r t  I n f l u e n c e  B e y o n d  E u r o p e ?  

 

3:20  p .m.  Wend inso  ZOUN GRANA,  PhD S tud en t  in  Pu b l ic  Law,  Un iver s i t y  o f  Tour s ,  

T h e  E U - J a p a n  S t r a t e g i c  P a r t n e r s h i p  A g r e e m e n t  a n d  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  V a l u e s  

 

3 :4 0  p .m .  D i s cus s i o n  a nd  B r e a k  

 

C ha i r i n g  –  G é r a l d i ne  G O F FA U X - C A L L E B A U T 

 

4:15  p .m.  Hugo ALPHONSE,  Gradua te  o f  th e  Mas ter ’ s  in  European  Af fa i r s ,   

Un ivers i t y  o f  Tours ,  

J a p a n  a n d  t h e  W e s t :  B e t w e e n  I n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  S i n g u l a r i t y  

 

4:35  p .m.  Lo ï c  L E V O Y E R ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P u b l i c  L a w ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P o i t i e r s ,  

Co-D i rec tor  o f  th e  NihonEur opA ne twork  

F r a n c e - J a p a n :  T h e  H a r m o n y  o f  B u d g e t a r y  L a w  

 

4 :5 0  p .m .  D iscuss ion  

 

5 :15  p .m.  C los ing Remarks by the  Co-Directors of  the  NihonEuropA  network  

CONCEPT TRANSFERS AS A CENTRAL ISSUE IN LEGAL FRANCOPHONIE : THE EXAMPLE OF JAPAN 
COMPARATIVE INSIGHTS FROM THE NIHONEUROPA NETWORK 


